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1. I recommended to the President the appointment of General 
Robert L. Jones to succeed the late Ambassador Locker as Ambassador 
to Liberia. After some inquiry about General Jones, the President ' 
indicated his approval and initialed the memorandum. 

• ^ j J discussed at length with the President communications 
received by the Defense Department from Admiral Stump and General 
Chase with reference to the Chinat request for authority to attack air 
field build ups by the Chicoms on the mainland of Fukien Province. 

The President said that he had already told Admiral Radford 
that he was opposed to giving such authorization at this time. 

,, I recalled to the President the measures which we were takinq 
hrough friendly governments to try to bring pressures for peace to 
bear on the Chicoms at the forthcoming Bandung Conference. I referred 
particularly to the recent talks I had had with Romulo and Charles Malik. 
i said that these efforts would go for naught if prior to or during the 
Bandung Conference the Chinats should attack the mainland. Furthermore 
because of our agreement with Chiang Kai-shek, it would be kndwn that ’ 
^attacks were made in agreement with us. I said that after the Bandung 

^f,f ence we be able to see more clearly ahead and judge either 
that there would be war or peace in the area. The President said he was 
in complete agreement. He referred to the fact that it is oftentimes 

t0 t3 ^\ h ! aVy . liabnities from a Purely military standpoint 
to _ av0ld bein 9 in the position of being an aggressor and the 
initiator of war. This is a price which often has to be paid and which 
may have to be paid in this case. 

reniv Nn J° ? e my cable to CoUins No - 4438 and Collins' 

reply No. 4452. I showed the President the draft of a proposed cable to 

llins authorizing him to acquiesce in a replacement Cf Diem under certain 

, fesonal and Private 

< 41 «| 






I 



conditions. The President indicated that he thought that these 
conditions should be stiffened up by reference to the importance 
of a more clear cut understanding with the French with reference 
to the central government taking over the national police from 
the Binh Xuyen. He also wrote in man uall y certain suggested 
changes to my cable. He authorized me to make such further 
changes as might seem consistent with the general principles 
we had agreed upon and to despatch the cable. 
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